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WHY A DISCUSSION GUIDE? 

We believe the effectiveness of any educational program will be en
hanced if it can obtain the participation of each person in the group. It is for 
this reason that the filmstrip / record presentation contains five questions to 
be answered both before and after the presentation. The questions are 
designed to be the springboard for discussion. 

This discussion guide is an extension of that concept. It is designed to 
bring more ideas from the presentation into the discussion phase of the 
program. 

It does not matter whether you are a group of students in a classroom 
with the teacher as moderator, or a group of frie,nds and neighbors gathered 
in a living room with your host as moderator. The important thing is to have 
as many people as possible express their ideas, listen to the ideas of others 
and, where appropriate, temper their own thinking under the free exchange 
of conversation. 

We cannot emphasize too strongly that people should be encouraged to 
explain the facts or groups of facts which lead them to their opinions and 
ideas. The divergence of the facts which people consider to be pertinent is 
usually the cause of opposing opinions and ideas. 

The moderator, whether a teacher in the classroom or a host in a living 
room, should not seek to be the authority or single source of information. 
But rather, he should be the catalyst which brings all the people into the 
discussion-drawing out those who may be somewhat reticent, and prevent
ing the loquacious ones from monopolizing the available time. 

The occasion will occur when a fact advanced by some person is chal
lenged by another in the group. This is good. It is evidence that the interest 
is high . But do not let the disagreement stall the discussion. Make a note of 
it and ask each person to assume the individual responsibility to examine 
the fact more thoroughly and determine its veracity. 

In addition to the questions and ideas proposed in these discussion guides, 
there is an expanded bibliography included at the end of this booklet. 
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Group 6 Part 1 Discussion Guide 

TWO WORLDS REVIEW 

1. Explain the characteristics of the concept of individual freedom which 
nur ture material wealth and abundance. Discuss what this concept has done 
for the people of the United States. Is there any other country where indi
vidual freedom is so respected and protected? Why? 

2. Explain the correlationship between individual freedom an d individual 
responsibility. What happens when the individual does not assume his respon
sibility? Why? Explain in de tail. 

3. Explain how the environmental climate, largely the product of government 
and society, affects an individual's actions, reactions, attitudes, and behavior. 
Give specific examples to illustrate your explanation. 

4. What causes have been found for th e fall of great civilizations of history? 
Explain how these causes destroy a nation. 

5. Describe the economic system used in the beginning at both Jamestown 
and Plymouth. What problems were encountered? What system was then 
adopted to solve these problems? Was the second system successful? 

6. Explain the two governmental concepts based on freedom and regimen
tation. Give examples of each concept. Explain the role of the individual in 
each type. 

7. Explain the fundamental truths contained in the Declaration of Independ
ence. How did these depart from the previous relationships between the 
people and their government? 

8. Explain why the Articles of Confederation proved insufficient for the 
federal government to function. Why were the colonists reluctant to give 
much power to a central government? 

9. Explain how the Constitution differed from the Articles of Confederation. 
Hold an extensive discussion about the making of the Constitution. Consider 
the problems to be solved ; the compromises; the division of powers among 
the people, states, and central government; how the major problems were 
solved; the problems left unsolved; etc. 

10. Why did Massachusetts recommend amendments to the Constitution 
when they ratified it? How did others feel about these recommended amend
ments? What were these recommendations? 
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11. Review the growth of the communist movement from its birth in 1848 
to the present time. Explain the communist emphasis on 1) atheism, 2) dia
lectical materialism and 3) economic determinism. Have the communists 
used any ethical principles to guide them during their expansion? What is 
their criterion for their conduct? 

12. Review the ten measures advocated by Karl Marx in the Communist 
Manifesto. Discuss the communist principle of "from each according to his 
ability; to each according to his needs." How is this practiced in communist 
countries? What problems does it create? 

13. Review the similarities and differences between communism and social
ism. Examine the nature of Fabianism, Fascism and Nazism. What do all of 
these have in common? How does the individual fare under each? Why? 

14. How many socialist programs have been adopted in the United States? 
Name the programs adopted. Why do you think the programs were adopted? 

15. Discuss the various voting indexes, their philosophical bases , accuracy, 
and their usefulness. Name at least five of the indexes. 

16. Explain the temptations and corruptions that arise because of the bil
lions of dollars requisitioned. allocated, and administered by congressional 
and executive branches of our federal government. What did Norman Vincent 
Peale have to say about the danger of these to the soul of America? 

17. Name the three basic principles of capitalism. Explain the necessity and 
benefit of each one. 

18. Explain the formula MMW = NR + HE X T. Give some examples of 
this formula in action. 

notes 
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Group 6 Part 2 Discussion Guide 

THE INDIVIDUAL AND HIS GOVERNMENT 

1. Make a list of the citizenship responsibilities every U.S. citizen should 
assume. Compare your list with the lists of all the group. List all the respon
sibilities from the lists of everyone in the group. 

2. Explain Thomas Jefferson's statement, "That government is the strongest 
of which every man feels himself a partl" 

3. W hy do you think President John F. Kennedy, in his inaugural address, 
said: "Ask not what your co untry can do for yo u, ask what you can do for 
your country." 

4. What must a government do before it can give something to the people? 
Why? 

5. Does the first amendment to the Constitution prohibit the government 
from restricting our right to disagree or dissent? What boundaries must we 
recognize while exercising this right? W hy? 

6. Is the right to make our own decis ions implicit in the first amendment? 
Since one must decide to speak up under the right to freedom of speech, or 
must decide to petition the government, is the right to decide implied in the 
first amendment? Discuss this question with other people in the group. If 
one can make a decision, can one also make a mistake? How is it determined 
if a mistake has been made? Who should make the determination? Are mis
takes always obvious? Explain. 

7. Do governments make mistakes? Has the United States , in your opinion, 
ever made a mistake? Cite examples to support your answer. 

8. Is there any significant difference in the consequences resulting from 
mistakes made by individuals and mistakes made by governments? Cite 
some examples to illustrate the severity of the consequences. From your 
answer, make a comparison of governments of regimentation and freedom. 
In which will a mistake bring the harsher consequence? Why? 

9. Which industries and businesses are engaged in by the federal govern
ment? Name the article and section of the Constitution which authorizes 
these activities . Must the activities be authorized? Why? Read the ninth and 
tenth amendments to the Constitution. What limitations do these amend
ments establish for the Constitution? 
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10. Explain what happens when an industry or business operated by the 
government does not make enough money to pay its own expenses. Who 
pays for these outstanding expenses? Why? 

11. Do most of the actions to be decided by vote, which are specified in the 
Constitution, require a simple majority, two-thirds majority, or three-fourths 
majority fo r passage? Does the Constitution provide which majority is neces
sary for the election of President , Vice-President, Senators, and Represent
atives? Explain the process for each offi ce named. Which majority is neces
sary fo r a bill to pass the House of Representatives and the Senate? How 
was this decided? 

12. Are more governmental controls necessary for our increasingly complex 
society? Explain. What concept is your answer based upon? Why? 

13. Does competition in the free market tend to create or eliminate waste? 
Give reasons for your answer. Are all economic monopolies inherently unde
sirable? Why? Give examples to suppor t your answer. 

14. What percentage of the population of the United States is on government 
payrolls, federal, state and local? Of these, how many are elected offi cials? 
How many are in the armed services? How many are in other categories? 

15. What is inflation? What is the cause of inflation? How can inflation be 
controlled? Explain why infla tion is called "the ci'ueles t tax of all. " Do some 
people benefit from inflation? Who? Which people are hurt the most by 
inflation ? Why? 

16. Is the person who takes neither side a stabilizing factor? Why? In nations 
where everyone has been affe cted by violent turmoil, what percentage of 
the people took neither side? Give examples to support your answer. 

17. How important is it fo r everyone to take an intelligent part in every 
election? Why? What pe rcentage of the vote rs know the issues and candi
dates? What percentage of the eligible people vote in most elections? What 
do these figures indicate about the number of people who take neither side, 
the apathetic people? 

18. What are "paper bullets"? 

19. Make a list, in three parts, of the qualifications required to vote in your 
local, state, and national elections. What are the requirements for participa
tion in the various primaries, referenda, and constitutional amendments? 

notes 
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THE T\NC 

UNDER REGIMENTATION 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE TAKEN OVER BY STATE AS MAN GIVES UP TRYING TO GROW 
MEANS OF MAKING MAN MORE MORE OR PRODUCE MORE. MAN 
DEPENDENT ON THE STATE. STATE ASSUMES LITTLE RESPONSIBllITY-
ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY. :::: MUST DEPEND ON STATE. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS ARE RESTRICTED TO FIT MAN'S TALENTS LIE DORMANT AND 
STATE PLANS. REWARD IS GIVEN BY UNDEVELOPED. MAN WORKS TO 
WHIMS OF STATE, NOT BY THOSE PLEASE STATE- TO AVOID PUNISHMENT 
WE SERVE BEST. BY THE STATE. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
NEITHER ARE OBTAINABLE FOR THE r MAN HAS NO INCENTIVE TO WORK. 
MOST PART. THEY ARE .eWNED OR • HE CAN GAIN SO LITTLE. HE JUST 
CONTROLLED BY STATE. TRIES TO STAY ALIVE. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 
JUSTICE IS. A VARIABLE TO SERVE MAN IS UNSURE OF HIMSElF-
THE INTERESTS OF THE STATE. ADOPTS A "WAIT AND SEE" ATTI-
CONTROL IS MAINLY EXTERNAL, TUDE; IS LIKE AN ANIMAL AT THE 
THROUGH FEAR OF AND FORCE BY END OF A WHIP- ALWAYS IN FEAR 
THE STATE. OF THE STATE. 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
MATERIALISM MORE IMPORTANT THAN MAN OBEYS STATE WHETHER MORAL 
GOD, OR GOD IS DENIED. LITTLE OR IMMORAL; DENIES GOD, OR PUTS 
OR NO BASIS FOR VIRTUE .. RESPECT GOD SECOND TO MATERIAL THINGS. 
TENDS TO EXIST ONLY FOR THE STATE. DOES NOT RESPECT SELF OR OTHERS. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
FI NALLY, YOUR INDIVIDUALITY IS '- MAN TENDS TO BE ANIMAL LIKE. 
SUPPRESSED BY THE STATE. YOU r MORAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE UN IM-
ARE CONSIDERED NOTHING MORE PORTA NT. MAN YIELDS TO THE 
THAN PHYSICAL MATTER IN MOTION, STATE MOLD IN ORDER TO SURVIVE 
AN AN IMAL. - BECOMES A NUMBER. 
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Study this chart to compare the two different climates created b 
created by the State affects man, his ideas, his values, and his m 
vations in turn affect him, his family, and his whole environment. I 



\I\IORLDS© 

WITH FREEDOM 
UNDER THESE- CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE IS PUT ON THE INDI- YOU WORK HARD, BECOME PRUDENT, 
VI DUAL TO CAftE FOR SELF AND RESOURCEFUL, THRI FTY. YOU ACCEPT 
FAMILY. RESPONSIBILITY IS PLACED RESPONSIBILITY AND WORK TO 
WITH YOU. ' -: ~ PRESERVE YOUR FREEDOM. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS OF ALL KINDS ARE 
ENCOURAGED. REWARD IS OB1AINED 

"-
BY THE VALUE OF YOUR TALENTS 

YOU TRY TO DEVELOP ALL YOUR 
TALENTS. YOU SEEK TO SERVE YOUR 
FELLOW MAN AS THE MEANS OF 

IN SERVING YOUR FELLOW MAN. HIS REWARDING YOUR EFFORTS. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
THE IDEA OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IS YOU WORK TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY 
ADVOCATED, RESPECTED, AND AS MEANS OF COMFORT AND AS 
PROTECTED BY THE STATE. AID IN BECOMING SELF RELIANT. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 
JUSTICE IS EQUAL FbR ALL, BY YOU ACT WITH ASSlJRANCE; CAN 
LAW, CONSTANT AND IMPARTJAl. :: PREDICT RESULTS OF YOUR ACTS. 
CONTROL IS MAINLY INTERNAL, BY , YOU GIVE CONSIDERATION TO 
SELF DISCIPLINE, IN ACCORD WITH RESULT-S OF YOUR ACTIONS ON 
MORAL VALUES. YOUR FELLOW MAN. 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
VIRTUE IS TAUGHT AND PRACTICED ~ YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR CREATION IN 
AS DIVINE RULE. RESPECT IS J' SPIRITUAL IMAGE OF ALMIGHTY. YOU 
ENCOURAGED IN SELF, THEN '/ ACT TO ATTAIN SELF RESPECT, AND 
EXTENDED TO OTHERS A~CORDING GIVE RESPECT TO OTHERS WHERE 
TO THEIR MERIT. MERITED. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
YOU ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE A YOU TEND TO REACT IN ACCORD 
SOUL, A DIVINE CREATION. YOUR /l WITH MORAL STANDARDS; REFLECT 
INDIVIDUALITY IS RECOGNIZED AND r YOUR DIVINE CREATION. YOU REGARD 
RESPECTED BY BOTH STATE AND J AND RESPECT YOUR FELLOW MAN 
YOUR FELLOW MAN. AS AN INDIVIDUAL ALSO. 

(.J UD EO-C H RISTIAN C U LTU RE) 

the conditions in which man lives. Consider how the climate 
:ivations. What each man does with his ideas, values and moti-
11so affects his hereafter for "man does not live by bread alone." 
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Group 6 Part 3 Discussion Guide 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENSHIP I 

1. Read the defi nitions for the word "politics" contained in an unabridged 
dictionary. Make a lis t of examples that apply to each of the definitions. 
Discuss the infl uence politics has on each of us. Is any on e free from the effects 
of politics? Why? 

2. Why do dishonest practices occur in politics? How can such practices be 
eliminated? How important are "free press" and "fre e speech" in the endeavor 
to keep politics honest? Why? What is "managed news"? 

3. Make a functional chart of the political structure from the "grass roots" 
to the highest offices. Discuss the importance of the various levels. Which 
levels are the most important to the individual ci tizen? Why? Which levels 
are most sensitive to the individual citizen's opinions? Why? 

4. Discuss the consequences of apathy in politics by the individual citizens 
eligible to register and vote. 

5. What is a political party? What is its func tion in politics? Describe its 
structure. Does it have an authoritative structure such as a business enter
prise or governmental bureau? Upon what does a par ty's strength depend? 

6. Discuss the merits of a two-party system. Describe the problems that 
arise when more than two strong parties exist. What do you think of a 
one-party system? How many parties do you think are ne cessary for the 
optimum protection of the rights of the people? Why? 

7. Describe the activities of a precinct or township political party organiza
ti on . How is contact with the people in the precinct maintained? Who does 
this work? Describ e how the precinct organization works at county leve l. 

8. How are the party 's candidates for public office selected? Describe the 
process fo r local offices, county offices, state offices, and national offices. 
Describe the part played by the precinct or township organization in each 
case. Suppose you wanted to become ac tive in poli tics, how, when , and 
'where would yo u begin? 

9. Are political parties mentioned in the Constitution? What does it say? 
Which portions (article and section) mention political parties? 

10. Make a list of as many elective offices as you can name fo r local, state, 
and federal governments . Name the people curren tly elected to fi ll these 
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offices. How complete is your list? Do you think you should know more of 
them? Why? 

11. Select the statement below which most nearly describes the duty of an 
elected offi ci al, as you believe that duty should be. 

a) An elected official should act and vote according to the wishes of the 
majority of the people who elected him to office, no matte r if he agrees 
or disagrees wi th these wishes. 
b) An elected official should act and vote according to the dictates of his 
own knowledge and conscience. 

Give reasons and explain your selection. Write a statement of the duty as 
you believe it to be. 

12. Do we, as citizens, have any responsi bilitie s to each other which should 
be required by law and enforced by governmental agencies? (Do not include 
spiritual, moral or ethical responsibilities unless you believe these should be 
re quired by law.) What is the nature of these resp onsibilities? Make a list 
of responsibilities and discuss these with the members of the group. How 
many responsibilities do all the members of the group agree should be 
required by law? Make a list of these. 

13. Make a list of the proper things one can do to inform or persuade other 
people and public officials about one's opinions and beliefs. 

14. Write sample letters, on an issue of current national interest, to your 
Congressman: 

a) recommending how he should vote. 
b) commending him on a vote just cast. 
c) disagreeing with him on a vote just cast. 

15. Describe the duties performed by an elected local official, such as a 
member of the school board or library board. Arrange to have such an 
official explain his duties \0 the group. 

notes 
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Group 6 Part 4 Discussion Guide 

AN INDIVIDUAL'S MORAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. What percentage of the people eligible to vote occupy positions in the 
political parties, voter leagues, better government associations, etcetera? In 
other words, what percentage of the people guide, lead, or influence the 
selection and election of our political leaders and political programs? Do 
these people have any characteristics in common? Describe these charac
teristics. Is it possible to increase the percentage of these leaders? Why? 

2. How many people in the United States could, if they so desired, register 
and vote in national elections? How many have taken the trouble to become 
eligible to vote? Which national election had the biggest turnout of voters? 
How many peop le voted in that election ? Why do you think more people 
did not participate? 

3. Do you think everyone should be required by law to vote? Do you think 
everyone should be encouraged to vote? Do you think everyone should be 
encouraged to study the issues and candidates and then vote? Discuss wi·th 
other members of the group, the effects of these three propositions about 
voting. Which proposition will lead to "better" government for the people? 
Why? What affect does the nonvoter have on an election? Why? Discuss 
the passage about the "Faceless Ones." 

4. Discuss with other members of the group, the importance of a single 
vote. Have many local elections been decided on a very few or a single 
vote? How about state and national elections? What was the vote count 
when Rhode Island ratified the Constitution? 

5. Discuss the quotations of Edmund Burke and Norman Vincent Peale. 
What significance do they have to the ability of every man to be a respon
sible person and to govern himself? What qualities in man are necessary 
for a self-governing nation? Explain your answer. Discuss the meaning of 
Burke's statement: "Their passions forge their fetters." 

6 . Explain President Grover Cleveland's remarks about every man's respon
sibility to protect, preserve, and defend the Constitution. 

7. Discuss the speech Al Smith made in 1936. Name the three dangers he 
saw to our nation. Have any of these dangers materialized? To what extent? 
Explain. Who did Al Smith say would have to pay the cost of the new legis
lation? Consult governmental statistics to determine which class of people 
pay the bulk of the taxes. What did Al Smith say was at the bottom of all 
these troubles? Which platform did he say the government was following? 
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Discuss his remarks about the power of the executive and legislative branches 
of the federal government. 

8. How did Al Smith express himself about the Constitution? Which two 
countries d id he compare at the conclusion of his speech? Why do you 
think he chose this comparison? W ere other people sounding a similar 
warning in 1936? Who w ere they? 

9. Discuss the growth of Communism since 1917. Has it become more power
ful since 1936? How has Communism fared in the United States? How have 
recent events affected Communism in the United States? Why? 

10. Discuss the foreign policy of the United States toward: Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, European communist countries, Asian communist coun
tries, and communism in other parts of the world. What is the most notable 
characteristic of our foreign policy? Explain. 

11. Select and identify two current local issues, two state issues, and two 
federal issues. List the basic principles applicable to each issue. Discuss 
with other members of the group the principles and issues involved and 
recommend the proper position to take in regard to each issue. Is an issue 
more easily studied when the basic principles are applied? Why? 

12. Discuss with other members of the group, which iPersons, organizations, 
and groups are most influential in community, s,tate, and national govern
mental affairs. Base the discussion on influence rather than on political 
philosophy. Make a list of the most influential people, organizations, and 
groups. 

13. Discuss what methods can be developed to apply basic principles to 
current political problems, the object being to be able to decide issues for 
the best long term results rather than on current expediency. 

14. Develop methods to share with other individuals and groups the knowl
edge you have derived from observing, studying, and researching the ideas 
contained in this Two Worlds series. 

notes 
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A SUGGESTED CLASS STUDY PLAN 

1st Period: 

2nd Period: 

3rd Period: 

4th Period: 
(5th Period) 

Do the before and after quiz of a single part of this Group and 
show the program. Discuss the questions in the filmstrip. 
Make notes on additional questions that arise during the 
discussion. 

Devote this period (and other time) to research about the 
subject of the program. 

Show the program again. Follow it with discussion to bring 
together the research, questions raised earlier, and the ques
tions from the Discussion Guide. 

Continue the discussion to air all the viewpoints. Ask the 
students to explain the basis of their viewpoints. Finish the 
study with an oral or written quiz to emphasize the necessity 
of examining as many facts as possible. (Optional: show the 
pFOgram again.) 

Repeat the above plan of study for each part of this Group. If time allows, 
each fifth week of study may be used for a comprehensive study and re
search of the subject of the Group. Introduce new, related material that may 
have been discovered during individual research in the preceding four weeks. 

notes 
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