
1966 Awardee 

Principal Award 
Americana General Category 

TWO 
WORLDS 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 

for 

GROUP 3 

COMMUNISM 

A special supplement for the TWO W ORLDS audio-visual program. 



The TWO WORLDS series consists of 
six groups entitled: 

HUMAN PROGRESS 

FOUNDING OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

COMMUNISM 

SOCIALISM 

ECONOMICS 

CITIZENSHIP 

copyright 1966 by Flick-Reedy Corporation 



-

WHY A DISCUSSION GUIDE? 

We believe the effectiveness of any educational program will be en
hanced if it can obtain the participation of each person in the group. It is for 
this reason that the filmstrip/record presentation contains five questions to 
he answered both before and after the presentation. The questions are 
designed to be the springboard for discussion. 

This discussion guide is an extension of that concept. It is designed to 
bring more ideas from the presentation into the discussion phase of the 
program. 

It does not matter whether you are a group of students in a classroom 
with the teacher as moderator, or a group of friends and neighbors gathered 
in a living room with your hos t as moderator. The important thing is to have 
as many people as possible express their ideas, listen to the ideas of others 
and, where appropriate, temper their own thinking under the free exchange 
of conversation. 

We cannot emphasize too strongly that people should be encouraged to 
explain the facts or groups of facts which lead them to their opinions and 
ideas. The divergence of the facts which people consider to be pertinent is 
usually the cause of opposing opinions and ideas. 

The moderator, whether a teacher in the classroom or a host in a living 
room, should no t seek to be the authority or single source of information. 
But rather, he should be the catalyst which brings all the people into the 
discussion- drawing out those who may be somewhat reticent, and prevent
ing the loquacious ones from monopolizing the available time. 

The occasion will occur when a fact advanced by some person is chal
lenged by another in th e group. This is good . It is evidence that the interest 
is high . But do not let the disagreement stall the discussion . Make a note of 
it and ask each person to assume the individual responsibility to examine 
the fac t more thoroughly an d determine its veracity. 

In addition to the questions and ideas proposed in these discussion guides, 
there is an expanded bibliography included at the end of this booklet. 
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Group 3 Part 1 Discussion Guide 

WHAT IS COMMUNISM? 

1. Write a paragraph telling just what you believe communism to be. Make 
a compila tion of the ideas expressed in the group. How many points are in 
agreement? How many are not? How diverse are the ideas? By discussion, 
arrive at a group definition of commu nism. 

2. List your ideas about how effectively communism has worked toward 
achieving its many goals. Compare your ideas with other ideas in the group. 
List the goals of communism. Beside each goal indicate the amount of success 
achieved toward that goal. 

3. Name the time , place, and man who began transforming the ideas of 
communism, or Marxian-atheism, from their written form in the Communist 
Manifes to into a reality. 

4. (Fill in the blanks.) Vladimir Ulyanov, bette r known as Lenin, was the 
leader of a small Marxist group called the , which was a 
section of the Russian Party. In 1917, 
Lenin had about followers scattered around the world. 

5. Who became premier of the new government of Russia when the Czar was 
dethroned in February 1917? To what political party did he belong? What 
were the failings of his government? 

6. Describe the European political situation in February 1917. Name the 
countries involved in the war and indicate their alliances . 

7. After the February revolution in Russia, Germany arranged to transport 
Lenin across embattled Germany to Russia. What do you think were the 
motives of the Germans? How could Germany benefit from Lenin 's return 
to Russia? Did Ge rmany benefit from Lenin's return? Explain. 

8. Name the Bolshevik leaders who retu rned to Russia from Siberian exile. 
Which leader returned to Russia from Canada? 

9. What did Lenin and his Bolsheviks accomp lish in October 1917, and how 
was it accomplished? 

10. Fill in the blanks of Lenin's master plan : " . . . first we shall take ----
___ , next the masses of , then we shall encircle that 

last bastian of capi talism, the . We shall not have 
to attack. It will fall like an into our h ands ." 
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11. How many followers did Lenin have in 191 7? How many people are 
now under the control of the Communist Par ty? What rale of expansion 
does this growth represent? Wha t fraction of the earth's population is under 
the control of communism? How long will it take for communism to con trol 
the whole world if it advances at the rate it has during its first fifty years? 

12. Describe the three basic tenets of communism. Are they factua l? 

13. How did Marx explain th e use of religion by : (a) the ruling class, and (b) 
the masses of people? 

14. How did Marx correlate dialectical materialism with his ideas of thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis? Explain . 

15. Describe economic determinism. Do you agree with it? Do you see a 
flaw in it? Compare heredity and environment. What theories have been 
advanced fo r each of these concepts? Explain. 

16. By what criteria do the communists measure whether an action. idea. or 
program is "good?" Do they alter their criteria from time to time? Why? 

17. Suggest a method the free world should use when dealing with the 
communists . Explain the reasons you have for suggesting this method. 
Does it apply to all communist dominated nations? Why? 

notes 
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Group 3 Part 2 Discussion Guide 

COMMUNIST EXPANSION 

1. What means did Lenin and Bolsheviks use to extend their control to all 
of Russia during the five years following the 1917 revolution? Describe some 
of their methods . 

2 . Who emerged as leader in the power struggle following Lenin's death in 
1924? What kind of a man was this new leader? Who were some of his fore 
most lieutenants? 

3. Describe the "purges" that occurred during the rule of Lenin's successor. 
What happened to Leon Trotsky? When? Where? 

4. In the early 1930s millions of people starved to death in Russia. What was 
the cause of this atrocious event? Which of Stalin's lieutenants was largely 
responsible for this tragedy? What was his fate? 

5. What event occurred in 1933 which bols tered the tottering communist 
regime? Tell specifically how it helped. Why did it happen? 

6. Describe the diplomatic moves of the U.S.S.R. during the late 1930s and 
World War II. How did these help the communists? Explain. 

7. Explain the circumstances and fates of Finland, Latvia. Lithuania, and 
Esthonia. 

8. What surprise move by Adolph Hitler disrupted communism's time table 
for world conquest? Why do you think Hitler did it? 

9. Name the countries of eastern Europe which succumbed to communism 
during the years immediately following World War II . Why did they topple? 
What had Russia done to cause their demise? Why? 

10. Have a member of the group give a repor t on Arthur Bliss Lane 's book. 
"I Saw Poland Betrayed." Discuss the affect our U.S. foreign policy had on 
Poland. Why do you think this happened? 

11. Describe the events that happened in China following World War II . 
Wha t affe ct did our U.S. foreign policy have on these events? How did the 
communist Chinese army obtain guns, ammunition and military supplies? 

12. Explain the Marshall Report on China. The Wedemeyer Report. How do 
you account for the diffe rences? What recommendation was in the Wede
meyer Report? What happened to the Wedemeyer Report? 
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13. Describe the content of the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary report 
about the fall of China. What did Congressman John F. Kennedy say about 
the Chinese situation? 

14. Tell what took place und er the new Communist China regime. What 
reforms were made? Describe Communist China's "five-year plans." 

15. Describe the collectivization of Communist China 's fa rms. What similari
ties were there with what had happened in the Ukraine? How did the col
lectivization affect the farmer's productivity? 

16. Describe how Communist China dominated Tibet? What did the Dalai 
Lama do in 1959? 

17. Describe the political events in Korea from 1944 to 1950. What happened 
in mid-1950? Name the countries involved. What were their political affilia
tions? Describe the role of the United Nations . What problems were posed 
by the organization of command within the United Nations? 

18. Describe the difficulties American commanders in Korea had with their 
superiors in the United Nations and the United States. What did the com
manders have to say about the conduct of the war in Korea? 

19. What is the situation in Korea now? Did the "police action" prove to be 
effective? 

20. Describe the conflict in Viet Nam. What political divisions exist now in 
Viet Nam? How closely does the Viet Nam situation parallel the events of 
Korea? 

21. Describe the position of these events in Asia in Lenin's master plan. 
How much of Lenin's three stages have been accomplished? Tell what you 
believe the world situation is now and relate it to Lenin 's master plan. What 
events have been contrary to Lenin's plan? Why? 

notes 
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THE 

UNDER REGIMENTATION 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE TAKEN OVER BY STATE AS 
MEANS OF MAKING MAN MORE 
DEPENDENT ON THE STATE. STATE 
ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY. 

MAN GIVES UP TRYING TO GROW 
MORE OR PRODUCE MORE. MAN 
ASSUMES UTILE RESPONSIBILlTY
MUST DEPEND ON STATE. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS ARE RESTRICTED TO FIT MAN'S TALENTS LIE DORMANT AND 
STATE PLANS. REWARD IS GIVEN BY UNDEVELOPED. MAN WORKS TO 

\N 

WHIMS OF STATE, NOT BY THOSE PLEASE STATE- TO AVOID PUNISHMENT 
WE SERVE BEST. BY THE STATE. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
NEITHER ARE OBTAINABLE FOR THE MAN HAS NO INCENTIVE TO WORK. 
MOST PART. THEY ARE OWNED OR _ HE CAN GAIN SO UTILE. HE JUST 
CONTROLLED BY STATE. - TRIES TO STAY ALIVE. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 
JUSTICE IS A VARIABLE TO SERVE MAN IS UNSURE OF HIMSELF-
THE INTERESTS OF THE STATE. ADOPTS A "WAIT AND SEE" ATTI-
CONTROL IS MAINLY EXTERNAL, TUDE; IS UKE AN ANIMAL AT THE 
THROUGH FEAR OF AND FORCE BY END OF A WHIP- ALWAYS IN FEAR 
THE STATE. OF THE STATE. 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
MATERIALISM MORE IMPORTANT THAN MAN OBEYS STATE WHETHER MORAL 
GOD, OR GOD IS DENIED. L1TILE OR IMMORAL; DENIES GOD, OR PUTS 
OR NO BASIS FOR VIRTUE. RESPECT GOD SECOND TO MATERIAL THINGS. 
TENDS TO EXIST ONLY FOR THE STATE. DOES NOT RESPECT SELF OR OTHERS. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
FINALL Y, YOUR INDIVIDUALITY IS MAN TENDS TO BE ANIMAL LIKE. 
SUPPRESSED BY THE STATE. YOU / MORAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE UNIM-
ARE CONSIDERED NOTHING MORE PORTANT. MAN YIELDS TO THE 
THAN PHYSICAL MATIER IN MOTION, STATE MOLD IN ORDER TO SURVIVE 
AN AN IMAL. - BECOMES A NUMBER. 
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Study this chart to compare the two different climates created f: 
created by the State affects man, his ideas, his values, and his rr 
vations in turn affect him, his family, and his whole environment. I 



\NOR DS© 

WITH FREEDOM 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE IS PUT ON THE INDI- YOU WORK HARD, BECOME PRUDENT, 
VIDUAL TO CARE FOR SELF AND RESOURCEFUL, THRIFTY. YOU ACCEPT 
FAMILY. RESPONSIBILITY IS PLACED RESPONSIBILITY AND WORK TO 
WITH YOU. PRESERVE YOUR FREEDOM. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS OF ALL KINDS ARE 
ENCOURAGED. REWARD IS OBTAINED 
BY THE VALUE OF YOUR TALENTS 
IN SERVING .YOUR FELLOW MAN. 

YOU TRY TO DEVELOP ALL YOUR 
TALENTS. YOU SEEK TO SERVE YOUR 
FELLOW MAN AS THE MEANS OF 
HIS REWARDING YOUR EFFORTS. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
THE IDEA OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IS YOU WORK TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY 
ADVOCATED, RESPECTED, AND AS MEANS OF COMFORT AND AS 
PROTECTED BY THE STATE. AID IN BECOMING SELF RELIANT. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 
JUSTICE IS EQUAL FOR ALL, BY YOU ACT WITH ASSURANCE; CAN 
LAW, CONSTANT AND IMPARTIAl. PREDICT RESULTS OF YOUR ACTS. 
CONTROL IS MAINLY INTERNAL, BY YOU GIVE CONSIDERATION TO 
SELF DISCIPLINE, IN ACCORD WITH RESULTS Of YOUR ACTIONS ON 
MORAL VALUES. YOUR FELLOW MAN. 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
VIRTUE IS TAUGHT AND PRACTICED YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR CREATION IN 
AS DIVINE RULE. RESPECT IS \ SPIRITUAL IMAGE OF ALMIGHTY. YOU 
ENCOURAGED IN SELF, THEN / . ACT TO ATTAIN SElF RESPECT, AND 
EXTENDED TO OTHERS ACCORDING ./ GIVE RESPECT TO OTHERS WHERE 
TO THEIR MERIT. MERITEO. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
YOU ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE A YOU TEND TO REACT IN ACCORD 
SOUL, A DIVINE CREATION. YOUR /' WITH MORAL STANDARDS; REFLECT 
INDIVIDUALITY IS RECOGNIZED AND YOUR DIVINE CREATION. YOU REGARD 
RESPECTED BY BOTH STATE AND AND RESPECT YOUR FElLOW MAN 
YOUR FELLOW MAN. AS AN INDIVIDUAL ALSO. 

(.JUDEO-CHRISTIAN CULTURE) 

the conditions in which man lives. Consider how the climate 
tivations. What each man does with his ideas, values and moti
also affects his hereafter for "man does not live by bread alone." 
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Group 3 Part 3 Discussion Guide 

THE LURES OF COMMUNISM 

1. Outline the history of Viet Nam from World War II to the present time. 
What part have the communists played in Viet Nam? What part have the 
non-communists played? Explain why the United Stales chose to assist the 
government of Viet Nam. 

2. Describe communist activities in Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, and Burma. 
How successful have the communists been in these countries? Explain. 

3. Describe the communist activities in Indonesia . What happened there? 
Why do you think it happened? Give reasons for your answer. 

4. Tell the history of Malaysia since 1945. Why have events been so different 
there? 

5. What nations belong to SEATO? SEA TO is an acronym for what title? 

6. CiLe the evidence of communist infiltration in the oil rich countries of the 
middle east. Have the communists been working in the countries adjacent 
to those with oil resources? Why? 

7. Describe Cuba during the time Batista was dictator. What happened in 
Cuba to oust Batista? What bearing did the United States have on the events 
in Cuba? 

8. When did the American public learn of Fidel Castro's political alliances? 
Why did they not know sooner? Did any government officials in Washington , 
D.C. know Castro was a communist all the while he was fighting the Batista 
regime? Why do you think this knowledge was not widespread? Support 
your answer. 

9. Describe the buildup of the missile CrI SIS in Cuba. How did the United 
SLates move to a showdown with Russia on the situation? What evidence did 
the United States geL to prove the missiles were removed from Cuba? Is this 
convi nci ng evidence? Are there missiles in Cuba now? Give reasons for your 
answers. 

10. Describe the Bay of Pigs invasion. Name the participants in the prepa
ration and actual invasion, and tell the role of each. How would you describe 
the invasion and its effects? 

11. Whal is happening in Cuba in the effort to spread communism to more 
of Latin America? 
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12. Name the three main portions of the communist movement. Describe the 
what, where , and when of the communist philosophy. Who outli ned the 
strategy and tactics for the spread of communism? Describe this plan. Who 
is included in the "people" portion of the movement? Describe Lheir status. 
What percentage of the population of Russia belongs to the Communist Party? 

13. What are the physical resources of the communist movement? Describe 
the acquisition of these resources. How do they us e these resources? Why 
do the communists include the "masses" in this portion of the movement? 

14. Explain the communist idea about "the eventual withering away of the 
state." What conditions do you think are necessary for this to happen? Give 
reasons for your answers. 

15. Explain the meaning of the communist doctrine "from each according to 
his ability; to each according to his need ." Describe how such a system might 
operate. What affect would such a system have on incentive? 

16. How does communism appeal to the poor? To the rich '? To the idealistic? 
To the intellectual? 

17. Compare the promises made by communism to its record. Does com
munism live up to its appeals? Give details about its appeals and its actual 
performance. 

18. Some have said that hunger, poverty and disease are the cause of com
munism's growth . Name the countries now under communist rule which 
adopted communism because of hunger, poverty, or disease . 

19. How successful have the communists been toward achieving their goal 
of worldwide conquest? Substantiate your answer. 

20. What do th e initials U.S.S.R. abbreviate? 

notes 
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Group 3 Part 4 Discussion Guide 

COMMUNISM'S FORMULA FOR POWER 

1. Explain the communist concept of "class warfare." How does it relate to 
"thesis, antithesis , syn thesis" and "dialectical materialism?" Which stage of 
"class warfare" are we now living in? Describe the subsequent stages. Who 
are the opposing groups? 

2 . Describe the stage which immediately precedes the communist utopia of 
a classless society. Which two classes of people will be present at that stage 
of the class warfare concept? 

3 . Can you discern any flaw s in the communist philosophy? What are they? 
Is the nature of man consisten t with communist philosophy? Describe com
munism as it is practiced. (Give particular attention to the use of political 
power.) Do the actions of communists substantiate their theory about the 
inevitability of total world communism through evolution? Give examples 
to suppor t your answer. 

4. Has science confirmed the communist doctrine of economic determinism? 
Is man a product of only his environment? Does heredity have any bea ring 
on man' s nature? Give examples and references to support your answers. 

5. Who decides the needs and ability of each person under the communist 
policy of "from each accord ing to his ability ; to each according to his needs?" 
Is the decision always equitable? Why? Cite examples to support your answers. 

6. How did Karl Marx feel about private property? About the family unit? 
About the relat ionship between parent and child? Nationality? Under what 
conditions were his opinions formed? Are they valid today? Where? Why? 

7. Wha t was the first step in Marx's plan for revolution by the working class? 
Explain how Marx planned for the proletariat to gain political supremacy. 

8. Wha t do you think Marx meant when he referred to the "battle for 
democracy?" Define "democracy." Do you think Marx had the same defi
nition? Why? 

9. Explain the ten measures listed in the Communis t Manifesto to convert a 
nation to comm un ism. What are the implica tions of each measure? Have any 
of these been adopted by non-communist nations? Name the nations and list 
the measures they have adopted. How many have been adopted in the United 
Slates? Which ones are they? 

10. Cite examples and referen ces to either prove or disprove the statement : 
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"The Marxist ideology is a weapon of con spirators , and a philosophy for 
fools ." 

11. Cite examples and references to either prove or disprove the statemen t: 
"Communism operates under two imperatives . It must come to power by 
deception. It must remain in power by force. The only effective answ er to 
deception is knowledge." 

17. Which nations have become communis t governed by the free choice of 
a free people? Support your answer. 

13. Explain how communism has become the ruling political force in several 
nations. Has the method been principally the same for each nation now ruled 
by the communists? 

14. Study the actions of the rulers of the U.S.S.R. and how they each came 
to power. Do the same for Red China 's communist hierarchy. What has been 
the nature of their actions to maintain power'? Do you think Red China and 
the US.S.R. will become enemies of each other? Support your answer. Have 
the internal power struggles caused the communists to abandon their goal 
of world domination? How do their actions affect the free world? Explain . 

15. Give an explanation of why you believe (or do noL believe) communist 
domination of the world is inevitable. Cite as many facts and examples as 
you can to support your conclusion. 

notes 

13 



A SUGGESTED CLASS STUDY PLAN 

1st Period : 

2nd Period : 

3rd Period : 

4th Period: 
[5 Lh Period) 

Do the before and after quiz of a single part of this Group and 
show the program. Discuss the questions in the filmstrip . 
Make notes on additional questions that arise during the 
discussion. 

Devote this period [and other time) to research about the 
sub ject of the program. 

Show the program again. Follow it with discussion to bring 
together the research, questions raised earlier, and the ques
tions from the Discussion Guide. 

Continue the discussion to air all the viewpoints. Ask the 
students to explain the basis of their viewpoints. Finish the 
study with an oral or wri tten quiz to emphasize the necessity 
of examining as many facts as possible. (Optional: show the 
program again.) 

Repeat the above plan of study for each part of this Group. If time allows , 
each fifth week of study may be used for a comprehensive study and re
search of the subject of the Group . Introduce new, related material that may 
have been discovered during individual research in the preceding four weeks. 
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