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WHY A DISCUSSION GUIDE? 

We believe the effectiveness of any educational program will be en
hanced if it can obtain the participation of each person in the group. It is for 
this reason that the filrnstrip/record presentation contains five questions to 
be answered both before and after the presentation. The questions are 
designed to be the springboard for discussion. 

This discussion guide is an extension of tha t concept. It is designed to 
bring more ideas from the presentation into the discussion phase of the 
program. 

It does not matter whether you are a group of students in a classroom 
with the teacher as moderator, or a group of friends and neighbors gathered 
in a living room with your host as moderator. The important thing is to have 
as many people as possible express their ideas, listen to the ideas of others 
and, where appropriate, temper their own thinking under the free exchange 
of conversation. 

We cannot emphasize too strongly that people should be encouraged to 
explain the facts or groups of facts which lead them to their opinions and 
ideas. The divergence of the facts which people consider to be pertinent is 
usually the cause of opposing opinions and ideas. 

The moderator, whether a teacher in the classroom or a host in a living 
room, should not seek to be the authority or single source of information. 
But rather, he should be the catalyst which brings all the people into the 
discussion-drawing out those who may be somewhat reticent. and prevent
ing the loquacious ones from monopolizing the available time. 

The occasion will occur when a fact advanced by some person is chal
lenged by another in the group. This is good . It is evidence that the interest 
is high. But do not let the disagreement stall the discussion. Make a note of 
it and ask each person to assume the individual responsibility to examine 
the fact more thoroughly and determine its veraci ty. 

In addition to the questions and ideas proposed in these discussion guides, 
there is an expanded bibliography included at the end of this booklet. 

3 



Group 2 Part 1 Discussion Guide 

FROM JAMESTOWN AND PLYMOUTH TO 1776 

1. What do you think motivated the Jamestown and Plymouth colonists to 
leave their homes to come to the rugged wilderness of America? What type 
of people were these colonists? How would you classify them? What author
ity did they have to come to America? What Lype of local governments did 
they establish? 

2. Describe the economic system these colonists established in the begin
ning. Did the arrangements they had made to come to America have a sig
nificant influence on the economic system they established? 

3. What evidence indicates they were short of food during their first year in 
America? How many colonists died wiLhin the first year? How did they get 
along with the American Indians? 

4. The colonists changed their economic system because of difficulties they 
encountered. What were these difficulties? Did they make the change volun
tarily? Was the change made by governmental force? Was the change made 
by voluntary agreemen t? Describe the economic system they adopted. 

5. Describe the ways in which the English colonies differed from the French 
colonies in America. 

6. What type of relationship existed between the British Crown and the 
English colonies? Were the colonies a part of the British Empire? Did the 
colonies have a direct voice in the British government? What means did they 
have to bring colonial matters to the attention of the British Crown? 

7. Wha t was the attitude of Lhe British Crown toward the American colonies 
after the French were defeaLed in the French and Indian War? Were the 
colonies given an increased measure of independence and self-government? 
Describe the taxes the colonists were required to pay? In your own words 
explain the term "mercantilism." 

8. What portions of the Declaration of Independence do you think are the 
most important? Why? Explain what you believe lhese portions mean . Was 
the Declaration of Independence a governing documenl? If not, describe what 
type of document it was. 

9. Was the Declaration of Independence adopted by popular vote? What evi
dence do we have that it enjoyed a considerable measure of popular support 
by the colonists? Did some colonists disagree with the Declaration of Inde
pendence? What percentage? 
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10. What happened to the signers of the Declaration of Independence? Did 
they become wealthy and influential? Tell what happened to eight or ten 
of them. 

11. Read the twenty-seven specifi<;: complaints against King George listed in 
the Declaration of Independence. How justified were the colonists in declaring 
their independence? What alternate means were available to the colonists 
for redress of their grievances? 

12. Were there any people in England who would plead for the colonists 
before the Crown? Who were some of them? How do we know of them? 

13. What problems did the colonists have fighting the War of Independ
ence? How did they overcome some of the problems? What help did the 
colonists receive from the people and governments of Europe? 

14. Does the Declaration of Independence refute the claim of "The Divine 
Right of Kings?" CiLe passages from the declaration to support your answer. 
Explain, in your own words, the meaning of these passages. 

15. Describe the characteristics the colonists displayed, from the beginning 
of colonization, which differed from their fellow countrymen back in England. 
How did these characteristics influence their attitudes and actions? 

16. Examine the following documents: The Mayflower Compact, November 
21, 1620; Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, January 24, 1639 ; The Body of 
Liberties of Massachusetts Bay, December, 1641; The New England Confed
eration, May 29, 1643; The Maryland Toleration Act, April, 1649 ; and The 
Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. Identify the phrases from these 
documents that indicate the colonists had substantial religious convictions . 

17. Describe the political activi ties in Europe between 1608 and 1776 which 
had a marked affect on the relationship between England and the American 
colonies . What was the balance of European power in 1776? 

notes 
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Group 2 Part 2 Discussion Guide 

THE MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION 

1. What governing document held the colonies together and directed them 
during the early part of' the Revolutionary War? During the war what 
authority convened the Continental Congress? 

2. What was the title of the first official document to govern the colonies 
after they declared their independence? Why was ratification of this docu
ment delayed? How was the problem resolved? 

3. Read aloud the first three articles in the "Articles of Confedera tion." Give 
your opinion on why "The United States of America" formed a "confed
eracy." What does "confederacy" mean? Name the powers which were 
retained by the sovereign states of the confederacy. What was the primary 
purpose for the formation of the confederation? 

4. The Articles of Confederation gave the legislative powers to what body? 
Were separate executive and judicial branches of government established? 
How were these functions discharged? 

5. Describe how the United States assessed taxes. How were the taxes col
lected? Did the method for collecting taxes prove effective? Did the United 
States have the power to collect taxes directly from the citizens of the several 
states? Explain, in detail, how the UniLed States procured money for the 
common treasury. 

6. Did the United States have power to regulate commerce between the 
several states or with foreign countries? Did problems arise about commerce? 
Describe the problems. 

7. What provisions were made in the Articles of Confederation for a stand
ing federal army and navy? How was the defense of the United States to be 
accom plished? 

8. In your opinion, which of the following statements describe the power of 
the United States provided by the Articles of Confederation: 

a. The United States had too much power. 
b. The United States had the proper amount of power to carry out its 

function . 
c. The United States had too little power. 

9. How long had the Articles of Confederation been ratified when the British 
surrendered at Yorktown? 
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10. How many states were represented at the Annapolis COllven tion in Sep
tember 1786? What was the purpose of this convention? What was th e 
result of this convention? 

11. When and where did the Constitutional Convention meet? How long did 
it take to form a quorum? How many delegates eventually arrived? Which 
state was not represented at the convention? Why? 

12. The Constilutional Convention met in the Old State House. What is a 
more familiar name for this bUilding? What other important event in Amer
ican history took place there? 

13. Name the president and secretary of the Constitutional Conven tion . 

14. Describe two of the "Rules of Order" for the convention and give the 
reason for their adoption . 

15. Name three of the most important problems considered by th e convention. 
Discuss the opposing viewpoints concerning th ese three problems. 

16. Compare the Articles of Confederation with the Constitution . Which 
portions are very similar? 

17. Describe several of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 

18. Study Article I Section 8 of the Constitution. Is tIllS section genera) in 
nature or is it specific? How many sentences are there in this section? What 
punctuation is used to link the various portions of this section? 

19. Explain the historical importance of the phrase, "Not worth a Conti
nental." How did this affect the powers of the legislature provided for in the 
new Constitution? 

20. Refer to Article I Section 8. What land areas were pernlitted to be owned 
by the federal government? For what purposes were these areas to be used? 

21. Has Article I Section 8 ever been amended by any of the more than 
twenty-five amendments to the Constitution? 

22. When did the Constitutional Convention close? How many delegates re
mained to the end? How many signed the documenl? What was the mood 
of the delegates at the close? What task remained to be achieved? 
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THE \N 

UNDER REGIMENTATION 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE TAKEN OVER BY STATE AS MAN GIVES UP TRYING TO GROW 
MEANS OF MAKING MAN MORE MORE OR PRODUCE MORE. MAN 
DEPENDENT ON THE STATE. STATE ASSUMES LlTILE RESPONSIBILlTY-
ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY. -..:;: MUST DEPEND ON STATE. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS ARE RESTRICTED TO FIT MAN'S TALENTS LIE DORMANT AND 
STATE PLANS. REWARD IS GIVEN BY UNDEVELOPED. MAN WORKS TO 
WHIMS OF STATE, NOT BY THOSE PLEASE STATE-TO AVOID PUNISHMENT 
WE SERVE BEST. BY THE STATE. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
NEITHER ARE OBTAINABLE FOR THE , MAN HAS NO INCENTIVE TO WORK. 
MOST PART. THEY ARE OWNED OR ~ HE CAN GAIN SO L1TILE. HE JUST 
CONTROLLED BY STATE. . TRIES TO STAY ALIVE. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 

JUSTICE IS A VARIABLE TO SERVE MAN IS UNSURE OF HIMSELF-
THE INTERESTS OF THE STATE. ADOPTS A "WAIT AND SEE" ATII-
CONTROL IS MAINLY EXTERNAL, TUDEj IS LIKE AN ANIMAL AT THE 
THROUGH FEAR OF AND FORCE BY END OF A WHIP- ALWAYS IN FEAR 
THE STATE. OF THE STATE. 

,~ 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
MATERIALISM MORE IMPORTANT THAN MAN OBEYS STATE WHETHER MORAL 
GOO, OR GOD IS DENIED. L1TILE OR IMMORALj DENIES GOO, OR PUTS 
OR NO BASIS FOR VIRTUE. RESPECT GOD SECOND TO MATERIAL THINGS. 
TENDS TO EXIST ONLY FOR THE STATE. DOES NOT RESPECT SELF OR OTHERS. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
FINALL Y, YOUR INDIVIDUAlITY IS . MAN TENDS TO BE ANIMAL LIKE. 
SUPPRESSED BY THE STATE. YOU ,/ MORAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE UNIM-
ARE CONSIDERED NOTHING MORE PORTANT. MAN YIELDS TO THE 
THAN PHYSICAL MATIER IN MOTION, STATE MOLD IN ORDER TO SURVIVE 
AN ANIMAl. -BECOMES A NUMBER. 

!l 

(MARXIAN-ATH EI 5 M) 

Study this chart to compare the two different climates created 
created by the State affects man, his ideas, his values, and his 
vations in turn affect him, his family, and his whole environment. 



\NORLDS© 

WITH FREEDOM 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS PROBABLE REACTION 

RELIANCE and RESPONSIBILITY 
RELIANCE IS PUT ON THE INDI- YOU WORK HARD, BECOME PRUDENT, 
VIDUAL TO CARE FOR SELF AND RESOURCEFUL, THRIFTY. YOU ACCEPT 
FAMILY. RESPONSIBILITY IS PLACED RESPONSIBILITY AND WORK TO 
WITH YOU. PRESERVE YOUR FREEDOM. 

TALENTS and REWARD 
TALENTS OF ALL KINDS ARE 
ENCOURAGED. REWARD IS OBTAINED 
BY THE VALUE OF YOUR TALENTS 
IN SERVING YOUR FELLOW MAN. 

YOU TRY TO DEVELOP ALL YOUR 
TALENTS. YOU SEEK TO SERVE YOUR 
FELLOW MAN AS THE MEANS OF 
HIS REWARDING YOUR EFFORTS. 

POSSESSIONS and LAND 
THE IDEA OF PRIVATE PROPERTY IS YOU WORK TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY 
ADVOCATED, RESPECTED, AND AS MEANS OF COMFORT AND AS 
PROTECTED BY THE STATE. AID IN BECOMING SELF RELIANT. 

JUSTICE and CONTROL 
JUSTICE IS EQUAL FOR ALL, BY YOU ACT WITH ASSURANCE; CAN 
LAW, CONSTANT AND IMPARTIAL. PREDICT RESULTS OF YOUR ACTS. 
CONTROL IS MAINLY INTERNAL, BY ...:. YOU GIVE CONSIDERATION TO 
SELF DISCIPLINE, IN ACCORD WITH RESULTS OF YOUR ACTIONS ON 
MORAL VALUES. YOUR FELLOW MAN. 

VIRTUE and RESPECT 
VIRTUE IS TAUGHT AND PRACTICED YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR CREATION IN 
AS DIVINE RULE. RESPECT IS ,'"' SPIRITUAL IMAGE OF ALMIGHTY. YOU 
ENCOURAGED IN SELF, THEN ') ACT TO ATTAIN SELF RESPECT, AND 
EXTENDED TO OTHERS ACCORDING .' GIVE RESPECT TO OTHERS WHERE 
TO THEIR MERIT. MERITED. 

YOU, MAN, and Your INDIVIDUALITY 
YOU ARE CONSIDERED TO HAVE A YOU TEND TO REACT IN ACCORD 
SOUL, A DIVINE CREATION. YOUR ... WITH MORAL STANDARDS; REfLECT 
INDIVIDUALITY IS RECOGNIZED AND YOUR DIVINE CREATION. YOU REGARD 
RESPECTED BY BOTH STATE AND AND RESPECT YOUR FELLOW MAN 
YOUR FELLOW MAN. AS AN INDIVIDUAL ALSO. 

(~UDEO-C H RISTIAN C U LTU RE) 

the conditions in which man lives. Consider how the climate 
fivations. What each man does with his ideas, values and mot i
also affects his hereafter for "man does not live by bread alone." 
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Group 2 Part 3 Discussion Guide 

RATIFICATION AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS 

1. Describe the requirements for ratification of the proposed new Constitu
tion by the several states. Did the convention think ratification would be 
easily accomplished? 

2. What evidence do we have that both members and nonmembers of the 
convention attempted to explain the new Constitution to the public and gain 
support for its ratification? 

3. James Madison. Alexander Hamilton and John Jay. under the pseudonym 
PubJius, wrote articles to explain the new Constitution. What is the title of 
the book containing these eighty-five essays? Is this an important collection 
of essays? Why? 

4. Paraphrase. in your own words. Madison's explanation of why the opening 
phrase of Article I Section 8 does not amount to "an unlimited commission 
to exercise every power which may be alleged to be necessary for the com
mon defense and general welfare." 

5. Explain the signifi cance Madison placed on the fact that Article I Section 8 
is a single sentence punctuated by semi-colons . 

6. Do you think Madison would make the same explanation today? If so, 
how do you explain Congress ' actions beyond the specific limitations of 
Article I Section 8? If not. what explanation do you think Madison would 
make today? 

7. Explain. in your own words. George Washington's caution in his Farewell 
Address aboul changing the Constitution. Are his remarks still valid today? 
Why? 

8. Which article and section of the Constitution names our form of govern
ment? What word does it use to describe our form of government? 

9. What are the major differences between a democracy and a republic? How 
are they similar? 

10. What evidence indicates that the writers of the Constitution in tentionally 
avoided the establishment of a democracy for the United States? What criti
cism did they have of democracies? 

11. The Constitution provides two methods for proposing and ratifying an 
amendment. Describe. in detail, both methods for proposing and both meth-



ods for ratifying an amendment. Which article of the Constitution contains 
these provisions? 

12. What recommendation did Massachusetts make when it ratified the Con
stitution? Why did they make this recommendation? How did other people 
in the several states feel about this subject? What was the popular title of 
this recommendation? 

13. Write the preamble to the Bill of Rights. Explain it in your own words. 

14. List the original thirteen states in the order in which they ratified the 
Constitution. After each state name put the date of ratification. Why was 
Rhode Island the last state to ratify the Constitution? What was the vote count 
when Rhode Island ratified it? Why did Rhode Island finally ratify the Con
stitution? 

15. List the things governments are prohibited from doing by the first eight 
amendments to the Constitution. 

16. How do the ninth and tenth amendments differ from the first eight? What 
is your interpretation of these two amendments? Give some examples. 

17. Compare the Articles of Confederation with the Constitution. Whal are 
the significan t differences? 

18. The whole form of government under the Articles of Confederation was 
changed when the Constitution was adopted. Can you cite any other instance 
in history when such a great change in government has taken place without 
bloodshed or war? 

19. Indicate briefly the significance of each amendment to the Constitution 
after the original ten. 

20. Explain the relationship between our prosperity and our form of govern
ment. What do you think is the most important characteristic of the relation
ship? Why? 

notes 
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Group 2 Part 4 Discussion Guide 

INFLUENCES ON OUR CONSTITUTION 

1. Name some documents from previous times which had an important bear
ing on our Constitution. Cite some passages from the Constitution which are 
nearly identical to phrases in these documents. 

2 . John Locke (1632-1704) , a noted English philosopher, named life , liberty, 
and property as the natural rights of man. Which American document con
tains similar words? How is the phrase worded in the American document? 

3 . Which portions of the Constitution and its amendments protect life, lib
erty, and property? Explain each portion in your own words . 

4. Describe the four limitations John Locke thought should apply to the 
legislative power. Upon what are they based? 

5. Which of the checks and balances in our Constitution can be attributed to 
the philosophy of the Frenchman, Baron de Montesquieu? Explain. 

6. Name the book, author, and country which formed the basis for American 
law. Describe, in your own words , the author's concept of civil liberty as it 
pertained to individuals. 

7. What experiences did the colonists have with King George that influenced 
portions of the Constitution? Of the Bill of Rights? 

8 . What extension of Baron de Montesquieu's idea about separation of pow
ers was included in the Constitution? Cite specific portions of the Constitution. 

9. Lord Acton said : "Power tends to corrup t, and absolute power corr upts 
absolutely." What does this mean? TeJl why you agree or dis agree with him. 

10. When Franklin D. Roosevel t was governor of New York he cautioned 
that Washington (D.C.) must never be permitted to interfere or legisla te in 
the matte r of a great number of vital problems of gove rnmen t. Name th e 
areas to which he referred. 

11. Did Washington, D.C. legislate in these same areas after Franklin D. 
Roosevelt became the President of the United States? In how many of the 
areas? Why do you think this happened? Was Presiden t Roosevelt responsible 
for the legislation? Why? 

12 



12. Explain the meaning of George Washington's words: "Government is not 
reason, it is not eloquence-it is a force . Like fire, it is a dangerous servant 
and a fearful master." 

13. Name the first document in English history to contest "the divine right 
of kings." Tell the who, why, when and where of its adoption. 

14. What experiences did the various colonies have with constitutions prior 
to 1776? Explain the limitations placed on colonial constitutions by the Brit
ish Crown. 

15. Explain and comment on Madison's quotation: "What is government 
itself but the greatest of all reflections on human nature. If men were angels 
no government would be necessary. In framing a government which is to be 
administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first 
enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige 
it to control itself." Why would no government be necessary if men were 
angels? 

16. Discuss the merit of the following statement: The nature of government 
follows the nature of man. Man is always imperfect. Therefore, man can 
never create a perfect government." 

17. Comment on Representative John F. Kennedy's statement: "Every time 
that we try to lift a problem to the government,-to the same extent we are 
sacrificing the liberties of the people ." 

18. Read Daniel Webster's eulogy of George Washington. Do you think he 
was correct when he said, "Who shall rear again the well proportioned col
umns of constitutional liberty? Who shall frame together the skillful archi
tecture which unites national sovereignty with state rights, individual secur
ity, and public prosperity? No, if these columns fall, they will be raised not 
again." Why? 

notes 

13 



A SUGGESTED CLASS STUDY PLAN 

1st Period: 

2nd Period: 

3rd Period: 

4th Period: 
(5th Period) 

Do the before and after quiz of a single part of this Group and 
show the program. Discuss the questions in the filmstrip. 
Make notes on additional questions that arise during the 
discussion. 

Devote this period (and other time) to research about the 
subject of the program. 

Show the program again. Follow it with discussion to bring 
together the research, questions raised earlier, and the ques
tions from the Discussion Guide. 

Continue the discussion to air all the viewpoints. Ask the 
students to explain the basis of their viewpoints. Finish the 
study with an oral or written quiz to emphasize the necessity 
of examining as many facts as possible. (Optional : show the 
program again.) 

Repeat the above plan of study for each part of this Group. If time allows , 
each fifth week of study may be used for a comprehensive study and re
search of the subject of the Group. Introduce new, related material tha t may 
have been discovered during individual research in the preceding four weeks. 
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