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Lecture 1 - The Dangers of Democracy
Video Study Questions

1.		“It	wasn’t	what	government	did	that	made	America	great.	It	was	what	government	was	___________________ ________ __________ that made 
the difference.”

2.  “The	Founders	did	not	create	a	government	…	to	do	things	for	people,	to	take	from	some,	to	give	to	others.	They	understood	that	when	a	
government	starts	doing	something	for	one	citizen,	it	has	to	take	from	another	to	do	so,	and	in	the	process,	it	__________	______________	
________	________.”

3. “The	Constitution	was	written	to	govern	______	____________________,	not	the	people,	and	not	the	States.”	

4.  “The	Founders	created	a	central	government	with	strictly	______________	____________.	This	left	the	States	free	to	compete	with	one	another,	to	
be	the	best	state,	the	one	with	the	least	amount	of	taxation	and	controls,	one	where	citizens	would	want	to	build	a	business	and	raise	a	family.”

5.  James	Madison,	John	Jay,	and	Alexander	Hamilton	wrote	essays	explaining	the	Constitution,	to	encourage	the	people	to	support	adopting	this	new	
form	of	government.	These	essays	were	collected	into	a	volume	known	as	the	____________________	____________	.	

6. Matching:	Draw	a	line	connecting	the	form	of	government	to	the	proper	definition. 
	 a.) Monarchy	 	 	 	 Rule	by	Law 
	 b.) Oligarchy	 	 	 	 Rule	by	no	one 
	 c.) Democracy	 	 	 	 Rule	by	a	few 
	 d.) Republic	 	 	 	 Rule	by	One 
	 e.) Anarchy	 	 	 	 Rule	by	a	Majority

7.  “The	rights	of	the	gunman	aren’t	subject	to	majority	rule,	but	to	the	law.	This	is	the	essence	of	a	____________________________.”

8. “The	essence	of	freedom	is	the	proper	________________	of	government”	

9.		“Knowing	this,	we	as	Americans	are	ultimately	left	with	only	two	choices.	We	can	keep	our	________________,	as	Franklin	put	it,	or	we	will	
inevitably	end	up	with	an	________________,	a	tyranny	of	the	elite.”	

10. _______________________	is	the	means	of	production.	

11.		“In	order	for	ownership	of	property	to	be	full	and	complete,	all	four	of	its	aspects	must	be	met.	These	are:	__________,	______________,	
______,	______________	____	______________.”

12.	“State	controlled	capitalism	results	in	___________________ ________________ and ____________________ _________________.” 

13.		Benjamin	Franklin	cautioned:	“Only	a	virtuous	people	are	capable	of	freedom.	As	nations	become	corrupt	and	vicious,	they	have	more	need	of	
_________________.” 

14.		Scottish	Historian	Alexander	Tytler	warned:	“A	democracy	cannot	exist	as	a	permanent	form	of	government.	It	can	only	exist	until	the	voters	
discover	that	they	can	________	themselves	[money]	from	the	public	treasury.	From	that	moment	on,	the	majority	always	votes	for	the	candidate	
promising	the	most	benefits	from	the	public	treasury	with	the	result	that	a	democracy	always	collapses	over	loose	fiscal	policy,	always	followed	
by	a	________________________.”	

15.		Chinese	dictator	Mao	Tse-Tung	candidly	admitted:	“The	democratic	revolution	is	the	necessary	preparation	for	the	__________________	
revolution,	and	the	__________________	revolution	is	the	inevitable	sequel	to	the	democratic	revolution.”
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Lecture 1 - The Dangers of Democracy
Group Discussion Questions
1.		When	asked	what	form	of	government	the	Constitutional	Convention	of	1787	had	created,	Benjamin	Franklin	replied,	“A	Republic,	Ma’am,	if	

you can keep it.”

Question: In what ways is the government, established by the Constitution, a Republic and not a Democracy?

2.	Read	the	quote	attributed	to	Alexander	Fraser	Tytler	in	question	#14	on	the	previous	page.

Question: Why do Democracies always collapse? Can you think of any modern examples of this?

3.	Read	the	quote	from	Mao	Tse-tung	in	question	#15	on	the	previous	page.

Question: What new perspective does this give to the recent “Democratic revolutions” in Egypt, Greece, and elsewhere?

4.	President	George	W.	Bush	told	us	that	we	must	go	to	war	in	Iraq	and	Afghanistan	to	“spread	democracy.”

Question: Where is this international spreading of democracy likely to lead?

 
 
ADDITIONAL STUDY
From the class materials packet:
Read	“A Republic, If You Can Keep It”
Watch	the	DVD	“Overview of America”

Available from www.shopjbs.org 
The Law, by	Frederic	Bastiat 
Federalist Papers 
Anti-Federalist Papers 
The Foundations of American Constitutional Government 

ANSWERS	from	other	side:	1. prevented 
from doing 2. gains control over both 
3. the government 4. limited powers 5. 
Federalist Papers 6. Monarchy = Rule by 
One, Oligarchy = Rule by a few, Democracy 
= Rule by a Majority, Republic = Rule by 
Law, Anarchy = Rule by no one 7. republic 
8. limitation 9. republic, oligarchy 10. Capital 
11. Title, Control, Use, Ability to dispose 12. 
high prices, low quality 13. masters 14. vote, 
dictatorship 15. socialist, socialist
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