
Representative Jessie Sumner's Great Address of 18 Dec 1945 
in Opposition to the United Nations Participation Act 

"Mr. Chairman, of course you know that our Government's peace program is no peace 
program. The movement for it is led by the same old warmongers , still masquerading as 
princes of peace, who involve us in war while pretending their purpose was to keep us out of 
war. Like lendlease and other bills which involved us in war while promising to keep us out 
of war, this measure will involve us in every war hereafter. You know that there are going to 
be plenty of wars hereafter if you look at some of the small nations which, thanks to American 
aid and influence, are being enslaved: Indonesia, Persia, Korea, Burma, Turkey, Poland, the 
Baltics, and the Balkans. History shows that the people in these countries prefer death to 
slavery. The American people also always prefer death to slavery to foreign governments. 

"You know, of course, that this measure gives congressional authority for surrendering the 
American people to an all-powerful world supergovernment which will be controlled by 
imperialistic foreign governments, England and Russia. Advocates insist that it is not going to 
be a world superstate, but what else could you call it? It is coordinated with the other world 
organizations, including the Bretton Woods organization controlling all the money in the 
world, that it can and will reduce the American people to the same level of servitude now 
endured by millions in downtrodden imperialistic empires. 

"This measure obviously authorizes the surrender to the new world supergovernment of 
enough American men and military might to conquer any nation in the world , including the 
United States, in the same way the Southern States were conquered in the Civil War. The 
time when the American people will have it in their power to resist the illegal and unjust 
decrees of the superstate will have passed when Congress passes this bill making the new 
world supergovernment more powerful than any government in the world, including our own. 
Unless we want our own armies shooting and bombing us, we shall have to knuckle under like 
the people of India and Poland and swallow the drafting and rationing, the depreciation of our 
currency , and the lowering of our standard of living which this supergovernment will ordain. 

"That the decrees of this world supergovernment will be illegal and unjust to Americans, we 
already know from sad experience. And what good will the American veto power do us? 
Look at how the American representative on UNRRA, Mr. Clayton, contrived to put through a 
motion giving Russia $250,000,000 to which Russia was not legally entitled. Russia and 
England, the imperialistic governments controlling the world supergovernment, have managed 
to pick American pockets all through the war we fought to save them. And what have 
Americans gotten out of that war? Nothing but communism and corpses and this new eunuch 
world plunderbund, which is already despised even before it sets up its splendiferous new 
offices in Hollywood , or some less appropriate city. 

"Our American form of government as preached and practiced by Thomas Jefferson is the 
form of government best calculated to bring justice, peace, and prosperity to each and every 
American citizen and indirectly to the whole world. But no form of government is foolproof 
and no form of government is knaveproof. What else could we expect but rule by political 
racketeers and the consequences of misgovernment when 30 years ago we abandoned the 



Jeffersonian policy of neutrality and economy which had kept this a government of the people 
by keeping it a government small enough that the people could control it, oversee it, and 
afford it. Thirty years ago we began demonstrating that Jefferson was eternally right when he 
warned that the danger most likely to destroy the American people and its government would 
be that foreign governments would stir up factions among us led by American citizens putting 
the interests of some foreign government ahead of their own United States. 

"Today we have so many persons in high ortice whose hearts beat with adulterous love for 
some foreign government, Britain, Russia, China, or the new world super-government, that 
our poor bewildered Government acts like a person with a split personality and no instinct 
either for justice or self-preservation. This schizophrenic policy has already cost us millions of 
American lives and billions of dollars worth of precious goods. This measure makes it certain 
it will cost us more. Yes; we have joined the eternal dance of death on the bloody European 
battlegrounds which our ancestors left in disgust. We now follow such a militaristic policy 
that in the next war, it is predicted, our traditionally neutral and therefore safe Nation, will be 
the first to have its cities destroyed, like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

"Mr. Speaker, I do not think I can bear to sit here and participate in this shameful roll call -
if there is a roll call. Your modern Congressmen call themselves Democrats and Republicans 
but how carelessly they throwaway the magnificent American independence of the democratic 
American Republic which generations of patriotic Americans have labored and fought to 
preserve. " 
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