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A
cording to the latest Ras-

mussen poll, 56 percent of 
ikely voters rate Congres

sional performance as poor and 
only 12 percent of likely voters 
give Congress a rating of good or 
above. Interestingly enough, past 
election results seem to indicate 
that the vast majority of incum
bents will be reelected regard
less. Why would this be? Most 
voters acknowledge a disconnect 
between the Congress and the 
voter but assume that their local 
-Representative is fl.ot part of the 
problem. 

Shall we take a look at some 
of Hon. Patrick Murphy's votes 
and -assess whether or not he is 
immune to this voter disconnect? 
Here is what your elected official 
voted for: 

• The $700 billion dollar bail
out of Wall Street (TARP) 

• The bailout of Fannie Mae . 
and Freddie Mac 

• The stimulus: $787 billion 
to stimulate the economy. That's 
3/4 of a trillion added to the Na
tional Debt 

• Health Care Reform: Obam
aCare is estimated at $1 trillion 

• The Fiscal 2010 Budget Res
olution: $3.56 trillion in federal 
spending for the fiscal year begin
ning on September I, 2009. An 
estimated I trillion dollar deficit 

• An increase in the federal 
debt limit to $IO.6 trillion 

• Cash for Clunkers: $4 billion 
for an auto trade-in program _ .  

• Cash for Clunkers: another 
$2 billion to fund the shortfall of 
this program 

• The Fiscal 2009 Supplemen
tal Appropriations bill: $105.9 
billion increase in the 3.56 trillion 
dollar budget 

• Cap & Trade: The Congres
sional Budget Office (CBO) es
timated that the effect of the 
House committee version of the 
bill would be to raise federal taxes 

_ by $846 billion and direct federal 

Mr. Murphy 

practically brags on 

his Web site about all 

the money he brings 

into our community. 

The voter must 

realize that in order 

to bring in the pork, 

he bas to spend it 

in other districts as 

well. 

spenqing by $821 billion over the 
20IO-2019 period 

• To allow warrant-less elec
tronic surveillance, - including 
monitoring telephone conversa
tions and e-mails, of foreign tar
gets, including those communi
cating with American citizens in 
the United States 

• Favored whole-Body Imag
ing (WEI) as the primary method _ 
of screening at airports. (WEI 
searches show extremely inti
mate details of one's body and 
the images are stored electroni
cally.) Mr. Murphy balked at the 
opportunity to provide pat-down 
searches as an alternative. 

• Approved the offshore drill
ing compromise that forced oil 
companies to drill at distances of 
IOO miles from the coast. We can 
now see the risk of drilling at such 
depths. 

• National Service: CBO esti
mated 5-6 billion dollars on paid 
"volunteer" positions in Nation
al Service programs such as Ame
riCorps 

• A National Police Force: $1.8 

billion a year from fiscal 2009 
through 2014 for the Justice De
partment's COPS program. An 
increase from 1.05 billion. 

• Hate Crimes: To expand the 
federal hate crimes law to include 
cnmes that are based on sexual 
orientation, gender, or physical 
or mental disability. 

• Foreign Aid: Foreign assis
tance including $5.8 billion to 
help combat HIVj AIDS over
seas, $2.7 billion for Mghanistan, 
$2.2 billion for Israel, $1.5 billion 
for Pakistan, $1.4 billion for the 
Millennium Challenge Corpora
tion (a United Nations-inspired 
entity), and $1.3 billion for Egypt 

• $1.1 billion in fiscal years 
2008-IO to train and equip the 
Mexican military and law-en
forcement agencies for the stated 
purpose of combating drug traf
ficking and organized crime . 

• $405 million in fiscal years 
2008-10 for aid to Centra! Amer
ican countries 

• Increase of $32.8 billion for 
SCHIP: State Children's Health 
Insurance Program (The Con
gressional Budget Office found 
that between 25 and 50 percent 
of children who enroll in SCHIP 
dropped their private insurance 
to get "free care.") The uncovered 
portion of expenses bids up the 
cost of private insurance. This 
program also covers 400,000 -
600,000 legal immigrants. 

Mr. Murphy practically brags 
on his Web site about all the mon
ey he brings into our community. 
The voter must realize that in or
der to bring in the pork, he has to 
spend it in other districts as well. 
I wonder, when you look at your 
bank account, do you focus on 
your deposits or your withdraw
als? I have a family of six, and I 
can assure you that we have tight
ened our belt. I think it is time for 
Washington to do likewise. The 
choice is yours in November. 

Mark Affleck is an IT profession
al, graduate of Drexel University, a 
husband, and a father of four. 


